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CHAPTER 01

OpenAl GPT-5.5 + Codex on
Databricks: News & Updates

The enterprise Al landscape is evolving, marked by a notable announcement from
Databricks: OpenAl's GPT-5.5 and Codex models are now directly available
on the Databricks platform, offering fully-governed access through the
Unity Al Gateway. This integration is designed to enhance how enterprises
utilize advanced large language models (LLMs) for critical workflows, providing
not only access but also robust control and security.

This development is crucial for Databricks customers and enterprise Al developers
who require not just powerful models, but also the assurance of data governance,
access management, and security within their existing data and Al ecosystems.

What's New: GPT-5.5 and Codex on Databricks

Databricks has officially announced the availability of OpenAl's GPT-5.5 and Codex
models within its platform. This means developers can now directly integrate
OpenAl's latest frontier models into their Databricks-powered applications and
data pipelines.

GPT-5.5 is presented as OpenAl's most capable model for "agentic work" within
enterprise environments. It has demonstrated strong performance on the
Databricks OfficeQA benchmark, indicating its suitability for complex, knowledge-
intensive tasks.

Codex, OpenAl's model specifically fine-tuned for code generation and
understanding, is also part of this release. Its inclusion enables developers to
automate coding workflows, enhance developer productivity, and construct more
sophisticated code-aware applications directly on Databricks.

* Key Idea: Direct, integrated access to OpenAl's advanced models, GPT-5.5
and Codex, is now available to Databricks users.

The Power of Fully-Governed Al: Unity Al Gateway

A central component of this integration is the Databricks Unity Al Gateway.
This gateway is not merely a proxy; it's an enterprise-grade control plane
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designed to provide "fully-governed" access to external Al models, including
OpenAl's GPT-5.5 and Codex.

The Unity Al Gateway addresses a critical pain point for enterprises: how to safely
and securely use external Al services without compromising data privacy,
regulatory compliance, or operational control.

Key features provided by Unity Al Gateway include:

* Enterprise Governance: Centralized policies for model usage.

* Control and Access Management: Fine-grained permissions for users and
groups.

* Rate Limiting: Managing API call volumes to prevent abuse and control
costs.

* Security: Ensuring secure communication and data handling when
interacting with external models.

#2 Important: The Unity Al Gateway transforms raw APl access into a managed,
auditable, and secure enterprise service, essential for regulated industries.

Implications for Enterprise Al Development

This integration carries significant implications for organizations building and
deploying Al solutions at scale.

Traditionally, integrating external LLMs into enterprise applications often involved
complex security setups, custom access controls, and fragmented governance
policies. The Unity Al Gateway streamlines this, enabling enterprises to
operationalize advanced Al models with confidence.

Enhanced Compliance and Auditability

The Unity Al Gateway provides a centralized control plane for managing access
and usage of external Al models. This is critical for compliance with various
industry regulations (e.g., GDPR, HIPAA, CCPA). Enterprises can define and
enforce consistent policies regarding data handling, model access, and usage
logging. Every interaction with GPT-5.5 and Codex through the gateway can be
logged and audited, creating a clear trail of data access and model invocation.
This auditability is essential for demonstrating adherence to regulatory
requirements and internal governance standards, a capability often missing when
directly consuming external APIs.
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Robust Risk Management

Centralized governance through the Unity Al Gateway significantly strengthens
risk management. It mitigates common risks associated with external Al model
usage, such as:

* Data Leakage: Policies can restrict the types of data sent to external
models or ensure data anonymization/tokenization.

* Unauthorized Access: Fine-grained access controls ensure only authorized
users and applications can invoke specific models.

* Cost Overruns: Rate limiting and usage monitoring prevent uncontrolled
API consumption, managing operational expenses.

* Shadow Al: By providing a sanctioned, governed pathway, the gateway
reduces the incentive for departments to bypass IT and use external models
without oversight, thereby consolidating control and visibility.

Accelerated Adoption and Innovation

By abstracting the complexities of governance, security, and access control, the
Unity Al Gateway accelerates the adoption of advanced Al within the
enterprise. Development teams no longer need to build custom security layers or
navigate complex compliance hurdles for each new Al project. Instead, they can
leverage pre-configured, enterprise-approved pathways to integrate GPT-5.5 and
Codex. This reduction in overhead allows developers to focus on building
innovative applications, speeding up the time-to-market for Al-powered solutions
and fostering broader, secure Al integration across the organization. This strategic
advantage enables enterprises to rapidly experiment, develop, and deploy
sophisticated Al agents that can operate within enterprise boundaries, handling
sensitive data and executing complex tasks under strict oversight.
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Getting Started: Building Secure Al Workloads with
Unity Al Gateway

Developers aiming to integrate GPT-5.5 and Codex into their Databricks
environments can leverage the Unity Al Gateway to ensure these integrations are
secure, compliant, and well-managed. Here’s a guide to getting started:

1. Accessing Models via Unity Al Gateway:

* Configuration: Your Databricks administrators will configure access to
GPT-5.5 and Codex within the Unity Al Gateway, defining endpoints and
associated policies (e.g., rate limits, access permissions).

* Integration: Developers will interact with these models through a
consistent APl endpoint provided by the Unity Al Gateway, rather than
directly with OpenAl's APIs. This abstraction ensures all calls pass through
the governed control plane.

* SDK/API Usage: Utilize the Databricks SDK or standard HTTP clients to
make requests to the Unity Al Gateway endpoint, specifying the desired
OpenAl model (e.g., gpt-5.5, codex). The gateway handles authentication,
routing, and policy enforcement transparently.

1. Configuring Governance (Admin Perspective, Developer
Awareness):

o While administrators typically configure the fine-grained governance
policies, developers should be aware of the capabilities. This includes
understanding rate limits that might apply to their applications, data
privacy policies that dictate what information can be sent, and access
controls that determine who can use which model.

* Best Practice: Leverage the Unity Al Gateway's rate limiting features to
manage costs and ensure fair access across different teams or projects
within your organization. This prevents any single application from
monopolizing model resources. Collaborate with your IT/governance teams
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to understand the established policies and ensure your application design
aligns with them.

1. Specific Use Cases for Secure Al Workloads:

* Automated Code Generation and Review (with Codex): * Integrate
Codex into Databricks notebooks for intelligent code completion, automated
unit test generation, or code refactoring suggestions.

* Security Context: The Unity Al Gateway ensures that code snippets or
proprietary logic sent for analysis remain within governed channels,
preventing unauthorized data egress and maintaining intellectual property
control.

* Developing Sophisticated Enterprise Agents (with GPT-5.5): * Build
multi-step Al agents that can analyze complex financial reports, summarize
legal documents, or automate customer service responses.

* Security Context: By routing through the gateway, sensitive document
content and generated insights are processed under established data
governance policies, with audit trails available for compliance review.

 Enhancing Data Processing Pipelines (with GPT-5.5): * Embed GPT-5.5
into ETL workflows for tasks like unstructured data extraction, sentiment
analysis of customer feedback, or semantic search over large datasets.

* Security Context: The gateway ensures that data enrichment processes
adhere to data residency requirements and access controls, protecting
sensitive information throughout the pipeline.

* Secure Model Inference and Monitoring: * Perform inference with
GPT-5.5 and Codex, confident that access, usage, and data flows are
governed by enterprise-defined policies. The gateway can also facilitate
logging of requests and responses, enabling monitoring for compliance and
performance.

Actionable Step: Begin by consulting your Databricks administrator or
documentation for the specific Unity Al Gateway endpoints configured for GPT-5.5
and Codex within your workspace. Familiarize yourself with any associated usage
policies before integrating these powerful models into your applications.
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OpenAl's GPT-5.5 Capabilities and Safeguards

GPT-5.5 is presented as OpenAl's most capable frontier model for agentic
applications. Its performance on benchmarks like the Databricks OfficeQA
benchmark indicates its suitability for complex, real-world enterprise tasks.

Beyond its core capabilities, OpenAl has highlighted that GPT-5.5 incorporates
expanded cybersecurity safeguards. This focus on security at the model level
complements Databricks' Unity Al Gateway, creating a multi-layered defense for
enterprise Al deployments. These safeguards are critical as Al models become
more integrated into sensitive operations, reducing risks associated with
adversarial attacks or unintended outputs.

I\, What can go wrong: Without robust governance like the Unity Al Gateway,
using powerful external LLMs can lead to unmanaged API costs, data leakage,
compliance violations, and inconsistent access policies across an organization.
The gateway mitigates these risks.

“2 Check Your Understanding

* How does the Unity Al Gateway specifically address enterprise concerns
regarding external LLM usage?

* What are two distinct ways a developer could use Codex on Databricks?

* Why is GPT-5.5's focus on "agentic work" particularly relevant for
enterprises?

Mini Task

* Imagine you need to integrate GPT-5.5 into a data pipeline for summarizing
legal documents. Briefly describe how Unity Al Gateway's features would
support this, focusing on security and access.

%’ Scenario

* Your company is considering using GPT-5.5 for a new customer service
chatbot that will handle sensitive customer inquiries. Without the Unity Al
Gateway, what are the primary risks you would need to mitigate, and how
does the Gateway simplify these mitigations?
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What To Watch Next

Further integrations of specialized Al models and services through the Unity
Al Gateway, expanding the ecosystem of governed Al.

New benchmarks and real-world case studies demonstrating the impact of
GPT-5.5 and governed Al in specific enterprise verticals.

References
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OpenAl GPT-5.5 now available on Databricks, fully-governed through Unity Al
Gateway

Databricks partners with OpenAl on GPT-5.5
OpenAl’'s GPT-5.5 is out with expanded cybersecurity safeguards
OpenAl GPT-5.5 Hits Databricks | StartupHub.ai

OpenAl GPT-5.5 + Codex, now available and fully-governed in Databricks -
Databricks Community

s TL;DR

OpenAl's GPT-5.5 and Codex models are now available on Databricks.

Access is "fully-governed" via the Databricks Unity Al Gateway, providing
enterprise-grade control, security, and access management.

GPT-5.5 is presented as OpenAl's most capable frontier model for agentic
work, demonstrating strong performance on the Databricks OfficeQA
benchmark.

Developers can leverage this for coding workflows, powerful enterprise
agents, and enhanced data pipelines, with guidance on secure integration.

GPT-5.5 itself includes expanded cybersecurity safequards, complementing
the Unity Al Gateway's governance.

“> Core Flow

1.
2.

Databricks users request access to OpenAl GPT-5.5 or Codex.

Requests are routed through the Unity Al Gateway.
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https://www.databricks.com/blog/openai-gpt-55-now-available-databricks-fully-governed-through-unity-ai-gateway
https://www.databricks.com/blog/openai-gpt-55-now-available-databricks-fully-governed-through-unity-ai-gateway
https://www.databricks.com/blog/databricks-partners-openai-gpt-55
https://www.helpnetsecurity.com/2026/04/24/openai-gpt-5-5-cybersecurity-safeguards/
https://www.startuphub.ai/ai-news/technology/2026/openai-gpt-5-5-hits-databricks
https://community.databricks.com/t5/announcements/openai-gpt-5-5-codex-now-available-and-fully-governed-in/td-p/155558
https://community.databricks.com/t5/announcements/openai-gpt-5-5-codex-now-available-and-fully-governed-in/td-p/155558

3. Unity Al Gateway applies configured permissions, rate limits, and security
policies.

4. Governed requests are forwarded to OpenAl models.

5. Model inference results are returned through the Unity Al Gateway, ensuring
compliance and control.

%’ Key Takeaway

The integration of OpenAl's GPT-5.5 and Codex with Databricks' Unity Al Gateway
marks a critical step towards enterprise-ready Al, offering a powerful combination
of advanced model capabilities with essential governance and security for
production workloads. This empowers organizations to innovate responsibly,
accelerating their Al journey with confidence and control.
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