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CHAPTER 01

Valkey Launch: Latest Updates
& News Digest

TL;DR

Valkey has officially launched as a new open-source fork of the popular

Redis in-memory data store, operating under the Linux Foundation.

Motivation: The primary driver is to ensure a truly community-governed

and genuinely open-source alternative, following recent licensing changes to

Redis.

Governance: Valkey adopts an open governance model, community-driven,

and benefits from the involvement of many former Redis maintainers.

Backing: Supported by the Linux Foundation and major industry players like

Amazon (AWS), providing significant resources and stability.

Implications: Developers currently using Redis now have a robust,

community-backed open-source option to consider for new projects or as an

alternative for existing deployments, emphasizing long-term open-source

commitment.

What's New

Feature 1: True Community Governance Under Linux Foundation

Valkey is founded on an open governance model, placing control and direction

firmly in the hands of its community. This structure, overseen by the Linux

Foundation, ensures that the project remains community-driven and transparent,

free from single-vendor control. This commitment is a core differentiator, aiming

to prevent future shifts away from an open-source philosophy.

What it does: Establishes a framework where contributions, decisions, and

future development are guided by a broad base of contributors and

stakeholders.

Why it matters: Provides assurance to developers and companies that

Valkey's future will prioritize open collaboration and community needs.
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Example usage: Not a code feature, but a governance model. Developers

contribute via standard open-source workflows, with decisions made

transparently.

Feature 2: Sustained Open Source Development

The creation of Valkey is a direct response to a desire to keep the project

genuinely open for all. Many former maintainers who contributed to open-source

Redis have joined Valkey, bringing their expertise and commitment to the new

project. This ensures continuity of development and a strong foundation of

experienced contributors.

What it does: Guarantees that the codebase, features, and future roadmap

will remain under a permissive open-source license.

Why it matters: Offers stability and predictability for enterprises and

developers relying on open-source technologies, mitigating risks associated

with licensing changes.

Feature 3: Backing by Industry Leaders

Valkey is not just a grassroots effort; it's backed by significant industry players,

including Amazon (AWS) and the Linux Foundation. This support provides

substantial resources, infrastructure, and credibility, fostering rapid development

and widespread adoption.

What it does: Provides financial, infrastructure, and legal support to the

Valkey project.

Why it matters: Ensures the project's longevity, robustness, and ability to

attract and retain top talent, contributing to a healthy ecosystem.

Feature 4: Future-Proofing with Advanced Capabilities

While starting as a fork, Valkey is positioned for future innovation. Discussions

around advanced features like vector search are already part of its roadmap,

indicating a proactive approach to evolving data storage needs.

What it does: Explores and integrates cutting-edge data capabilities to

enhance Valkey's utility beyond traditional key-value store functions.

Why it matters: Keeps Valkey competitive and relevant for modern

applications, particularly in AI, machine learning, and real-time analytics.
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Improvements & Enhancements

As a new fork, Valkey's initial focus is on maintaining compatibility and stability.

The foundational "improvement" is the commitment to a transparent, community-

driven development process which is expected to lead to:

Consistent Performance Optimizations: Future releases will prioritize

ongoing performance tuning and efficiency gains.

Robust Bug Fixes: A dedicated community is expected to ensure prompt

identification and resolution of bugs.

Enhanced Stability: Through collaborative testing and diverse deployment

scenarios, overall system stability is a key goal.

Security Patches: A committed open-source community will quickly

address security vulnerabilities as they arise.

Breaking Changes ⚠️

Valkey aims for high compatibility with Redis. However, developers should be

aware that migrating from Redis to Valkey is a transition to a new project. While

initial versions are expected to be largely compatible, future divergences are

possible as Valkey evolves under its own governance.

Impact: Direct drop-in replacement is often feasible, but thorough testing is

always recommended.

Migration: Re-pointing application configurations to a Valkey instance

should be straightforward for most use cases.

Change Impact Migration

Shift from

Redis to

Valkey

Potential for future API divergences;

requires re-evaluation of

dependencies.

Update client libraries if needed;

reconfigure connection strings.

Deprecations

As a newly launched fork, Valkey does not have specific internal deprecations at

its inception. Its very existence can be seen as an alternative to aspects of the

original Redis project.
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New APIs & Tools

At launch, Valkey largely inherits the API surface of Redis. New APIs and tools will

emerge as the community-driven roadmap unfolds and unique features are

developed.

Community Highlights

Linux Foundation Umbrella: Valkey is forming its community under the

prestigious Linux Foundation, providing a robust legal and organizational

framework.

Former Redis Maintainers: A significant number of the maintainers who

previously contributed to open-source Redis have joined Valkey, ensuring

deep institutional knowledge and continuity. Madelyn Olson, a principal

software engineer at Amazon, is a co-founder and vocal proponent,

highlighting the project's strong leadership.

Broad Industry Support: Beyond Amazon, other companies are expected

to contribute, fostering a diverse and collaborative environment.

Upcoming Features (Roadmap)

The initial roadmap for Valkey focuses on stability, compatibility, and establishing

its community. Future features under consideration include:

Vector Search Capabilities: Leveraging Valkey for advanced use cases in

AI/ML, allowing for efficient similarity searches within data.

Enhanced Modularity: Further development of a modular architecture to

support a wider range of extensions and plugins.

Performance Benchmarking & Optimization: Continuous efforts to push

performance boundaries.

Expanded Client Language Support: Ensuring robust client libraries

across various programming languages.

Resources

Linux Foundation Launches Open Source Valkey Community
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https://www.linuxfoundation.org/press/linux-foundation-launches-open-source-valkey-community


Valkey: the open source Redis fork with true community governance

(YouTube)

“Valkey” Open Source Redis Fork Backed by Linux Foundation (Socket.dev)

Official Valkey Project Documentation (To be established/linked by the

project)

Quick Start with New Features

While specific new features are on the roadmap, getting started with Valkey will

resemble using Redis.

# Installation (Conceptual - refer to official Valkey docs for exact 
instructions)
# Assuming a package manager or Docker setup
# For example, using Docker:
docker pull valkey/valkey:latest
docker run --name my-valkey -p 6379:6379 -d valkey/valkey:latest

# Connect with a client (e.g., redis-cli, which should be compatible)
redis-cli -h 127.0.0.1 -p 6379

# Try a basic command (e.g., SET/GET)
SET mykey "Hello Valkey"
GET mykey

Version Comparison

Feature Original Redis (Post-

License Change)

Valkey (Launch)

Governance

Model

Single-vendor driven Community-driven, under Linux

Foundation

Licensing RSALv2 / SSPL (not OSI-

approved)

Permissive open-source license (OSI-

approved)

Maintainers Redis Inc. Collective of former Redis maintainers &

new contributors

Industry

Backing

Redis Inc. Linux Foundation, Amazon (AWS), and

others

Future

Direction

Guided by Redis Inc.'s

commercial interests

Guided by community consensus &

open collaboration

Compatibility N/A (the original) Aims for high compatibility with Redis
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XNDXrYvb-Qg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XNDXrYvb-Qg
https://socket.dev/blog/valkey-open-source-redis-fork-backed-by-linux-foundation-aws


Timeline

Should You Upgrade?

If you are currently using Redis:

For new projects: Valkey presents a compelling alternative if an

unencumbered, truly open-source license and community governance are

critical to your long-term strategy.

For existing deployments: Consider evaluating Valkey for future upgrades

or as a strategic migration path. Valkey's aim for compatibility means the

transition might be smoother than anticipated, but thorough testing is

essential.

Known issues to watch for: As a new fork, the ecosystem (client libraries,

tooling, community support) will be building out. Stay informed about official

announcements and community channels for the latest stability and feature

updates.

Transparency Note

This news digest is based on publicly available information regarding the launch

of Valkey and its stated goals. Information regarding future features and specific

timelines is subject to change as the project evolves under community

governance.
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