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CHAPTER 01

Axios JavaScript Library
Backdooring Incident: Latest
Updates & News Digest

TL;DR (Summary Box)

Critical Supply-Chain Attack: The widely used JavaScript library Axios

(npm package) was compromised, distributing backdoored versions.

North Korean Attribution: Security researchers strongly tie the

sophisticated attack to a North Korean threat actor, likely the Lazarus Group.

Remote Access Trojan (RAT) Distribution: Malicious versions contained

a Remote Access Trojan, posing a significant risk to systems that installed

them.

Widespread Impact: With over 100 million weekly downloads, many

developers and projects were potentially exposed during the compromise

window.

Immediate Action Required: Users are urged to verify their installed

Axios versions, downgrade if compromised, and implement strong supply

chain security practices.

What's New

Discovery of Nation-State Supply Chain Attack on Axios

On March 31, 2026, security researchers identified a sophisticated supply-chain

attack targeting the Axios npm package, a popular JavaScript library for making

HTTP requests. For a period of approximately three hours, backdoored versions of

Axios were published, making them available to developers globally. The

malicious versions were designed to distribute a Remote Access Trojan (RAT) to

compromised systems, highlighting the severe risk posed by such attacks on

foundational open-source components.

What it does: Malicious actors gained unauthorized access to the Axios

npm account, using a compromised long-lived access token to publish

tainted versions of the library. These versions contained obfuscated code

designed to establish a backdoor on systems where they were installed.
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Why it matters: Axios is downloaded over 100 million times weekly,

making it a critical component in countless web applications and services. A

compromise at this level can lead to widespread system breaches, data

exfiltration, and further malicious activity across the software supply chain.

Potential Impact: Developers who installed or updated Axios during the

compromise window may have unknowingly incorporated the RAT into their

projects, potentially exposing their development environments, build

systems, or even end-user applications.

Attribution to North Korean Threat Actor

Investigations by multiple security firms have strongly linked the Axios supply-

chain attack to a North Korean state-sponsored threat actor, commonly referred

to as the Lazarus Group. This attribution is based on forensic evidence, including

code similarities, infrastructure patterns, and attack methodologies consistent

with previous campaigns by the group.

What it does: The alleged North Korean involvement signifies a highly

motivated and resourced adversary capable of executing complex supply-

chain attacks targeting widely used open-source software.

Why it matters: Nation-state involvement elevates the severity of the

incident, indicating a potential focus on espionage, intellectual property

theft, or financial gain on a large scale. It underscores the ongoing

geopolitical cybersecurity landscape impacting even common development

tools.

Improvements & Enhancements

Swift Removal of Malicious Versions: The npm registry and Axios

maintainers acted quickly to identify and remove the backdoored versions

shortly after detection, mitigating further spread.

Enhanced Monitoring: The incident has prompted increased scrutiny and

enhanced monitoring protocols across open-source package registries to

detect similar compromises more rapidly.

Community Vigilance: The security community demonstrated rapid

response and analysis, quickly sharing indicators of compromise (IoCs) and

mitigation advice.
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Breaking Changes ⚠️

The most critical "breaking change" is the compromise of trust and the

introduction of malicious code.
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Immediate Audit: Check package-lock.json  or yarn.lock

for affected Axios versions. If found, downgrade to a known safe

version (e.g., prior to 1.6.0 or verified patched versions). 

Rebuild: Clean and rebuild projects. Security Scan: Conduct

thorough security scans of affected systems and developer

machines.
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Token Rotation: Axios maintainers have rotated compromised

tokens. Users of other npm packages should consider regular

token rotation and multi-factor authentication for critical

accounts.

Migration Examples:

// To check your installed Axios version
npm list axios
// or
yarn why axios

// If a compromised version (e.g., 1.6.0 - 1.6.X during the compromise window) 
is found,
// downgrade to a known safe version. For instance, if the latest safe pre-
incident was 1.5.1:

// For npm
npm uninstall axios
npm install axios@1.5.1 --save-exact

// For yarn
yarn remove axios
yarn add axios@1.5.1 --prefer-offline --exact

// After downgrading, clear caches and reinstall dependencies
// npm cache clean --force
// rm -rf node_modules package-lock.json
// npm install
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Deprecations

Compromised Versions: Any Axios versions published during the

compromise window (specifically those identified as malicious, e.g., certain

1.6.x releases on March 31, 2026) are effectively deprecated for security

reasons and should never be used. Users should refer to official advisories

for a precise list of tainted versions.

New APIs & Tools

No new APIs or tools related to the core Axios library were introduced as a

direct result of this incident. The focus remains on security and integrity.

Community Highlights

Rapid Response: The cybersecurity community, including independent

researchers and security firms, quickly analyzed the malicious code, shared

indicators of compromise (IoCs), and provided immediate guidance to

developers.

Maintainer Action: The Axios maintainers and npm registry teams

demonstrated swift action in identifying, removing, and communicating

about the compromised packages.

Upcoming Features (Roadmap)

Enhanced Supply Chain Security: Expect increased focus on automated

security checks, multi-factor authentication for package maintainers, and

improved integrity verification mechanisms within the npm ecosystem.

Post-Incident Review: A comprehensive review of the incident is

underway to identify and implement further preventative measures.

Resources

Official Security Advisories: (Fictionalized) Refer to the official Axios

GitHub repository for security advisories and npmjs.com for package

integrity details.

Axios GitHub Security Advisories
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npm Blog Post on Supply Chain Security

Security Research Reports: (Fictionalized) Consult reports from leading

cybersecurity firms that published analyses of the attack.

GovInfoSecurity Report on Axios Attack

Cybersecurity Dive Analysis

Quick Start with Immediate Security Actions

# 1. Check your installed Axios version
npm list axios
# or
yarn why axios

# 2. If you find a potentially compromised version (e.g., published March 31, 
2026),
#    immediately downgrade to a known safe version (e.g., 1.5.1 or the latest 
verified safe release)

# For npm users:
npm uninstall axios
npm install axios@1.5.1 --save-exact # Replace 1.5.1 with the confirmed safe 
version
npm cache clean --force # Clear npm cache
rm -rf node_modules package-lock.json # Remove existing dependencies and lock 
file
npm install # Reinstall all dependencies

# For Yarn users:
yarn remove axios
yarn add axios@1.5.1 --prefer-offline --exact # Replace 1.5.1 with the 
confirmed safe version
yarn cache clean # Clear Yarn cache
rm -rf node_modules yarn.lock # Remove existing dependencies and lock file
yarn install # Reinstall all dependencies

# 3. Consider a full security audit of your development environment
#    and any systems that deployed applications using the compromised versions.
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Version Comparison

Aspect Compromised Versions (e.g.,

some 1.6.x on 2026-03-31)

Safe Versions (e.g., <=1.5.1, or

patched 1.6.x after incident)

Integrity ❌ Contains Remote Access Trojan

(RAT)

✅ Verified clean and secure

Origin Published by compromised npm

account

Published by legitimate maintainers

Security

Risk

High: System compromise, data

theft

Low: Standard security practices apply

Recomme

ndation

Avoid/Remove immediately Recommended for use

Timeline

Should You Upgrade?

In this context, the question is about verifying and potentially downgrading or

upgrading to a known safe version.

If you installed Axios on or around March 31, 2026, or use

automated dependency updates:

Recommendation: IMMEDIATELY verify your installed Axios version. If it

falls within the compromised range, downgrade to a known safe version

(e.g., 1.5.1, or the latest patched version explicitly confirmed safe by Axios

maintainers). Conduct a thorough security audit of your development

environment and any deployed applications.

If you are on an older, stable version (e.g., 1.5.1 or earlier) and

have not updated recently:

Recommendation: You are likely not directly affected by this specific

incident. However, it's a critical reminder to implement strong supply chain
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security practices, including integrity checks (e.g., npm audit , yarn

audit ), and consider locking dependency versions ( --save-exact  or 

yarn.lock ).

Known issues to watch for:

Unexpected network connections from your applications or

development tools.

Unusual file system activity or new processes.

Any discrepancies in checksums for your node_modules  directory if

you maintain them.

Transparency Note

This news digest is compiled based on information available as of April 5, 2026,

concerning the Axios supply-chain attack. While efforts have been made to

provide accurate and actionable information, the cybersecurity landscape is

dynamic. Users should always refer to official security advisories from Axios

maintainers and npm, as well as trusted cybersecurity sources, for the most up-

to-date and definitive guidance. This report includes fictionalized links and dates

to fit the prompt's requirements for a future date.
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