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CHAPTER 01

Qt Creator 20 Released: News &
Updates
Qt Creator 20, the latest iteration of the open-source integrated development

environment (IDE), has been released, introducing notable updates for

developers, most notably the introduction of AI coding agent support and a new

Zen Mode for focused work. This release, confirmed by The Qt Company on June

21, 2026, is designed to enhance developer productivity through intelligent

assistance and a less distracting coding environment.

Key Features of Qt Creator 20

Qt Creator 20 introduces several enhancements designed to streamline

development and improve the user experience. The most prominent additions

are:

AI Coding Agent Support: Integration for working with AI coding agents

directly within the IDE.

Zen Mode: A dedicated mode to minimize distractions and keep the code

editor in focus.

GN Build System Support: Added support for the Generate Ninja (GN)

build system.

These features indicate a focus on modernizing the IDE with AI capabilities and

addressing developer needs for concentration and build system flexibility.

AI Integration Details

The new AI coding agent support in Qt Creator 20 is implemented via an ACP

Client extension and a dedicated chat panel. This integration allows developers

to interact with AI agents directly from their IDE, leveraging AI for tasks such as

code generation and completion, with potential for future capabilities like

refactoring or debugging assistance.
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The ACP Client extension adheres to the Agent Client Protocol, providing a

standardized way for the IDE to communicate with various AI coding agents.

While specific agent models are not bundled with Qt Creator, this architectural

choice enables flexibility for developers to integrate their preferred AI services. Qt

offers templates and automatic configuration to simplify the setup process.

Zen Mode and Developer Focus

Distractions can be a challenge for developers in complex IDEs. Qt Creator 20

addresses this with its new Zen Mode. This feature is designed to put the code

editor into primary focus by minimizing surrounding UI elements and panels.

Activating Zen Mode creates a cleaner, less cluttered workspace, designed to

allow developers to concentrate solely on their code. This feature is intended to

be beneficial for long coding sessions, code reviews, or when deep concentration

is required. It addresses the demand for tools that support focused work.

Other Improvements and Ecosystem Impact

Beyond AI and Zen Mode, Qt Creator 20 adds support for the GN (Generate

Ninja) build system. This update is relevant for projects that utilize GN,

providing native integration for opening and handling GN-based projects. This

widens the scope of projects that can be efficiently managed within Qt Creator,

thereby broadening its appeal and utility within the C++ development

community.

The overall impact on the development ecosystem is multifaceted:

Modernization: The AI integration positions Qt Creator as a competitive

option among IDEs that are adopting AI features.

Productivity: Zen Mode and AI assistance are designed to boost developer

productivity by reducing distractions and automating routine coding tasks.

Flexibility: GN build system support enhances the IDE's versatility for a

broader range of C++ and cross-platform projects.

For developers within the Qt ecosystem, this update offers reasons to consider

upgrading. For those evaluating new IDEs, Qt Creator 20, with its blend of

traditional strengths and modern AI and focus features, stands out as a

compelling, future-ready option worth exploring.
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Availability

Qt Creator 20 is available for download from the official Qt website's download

section. Comprehensive documentation, including installation guides and feature

overviews, can be found on the Qt Creator product page and within the Qt

documentation portal.

What To Watch Next

AI Agent Ecosystem: Observe which specific AI coding agents gain

traction within the Qt Creator community and how the ACP Client extension

evolves to support new capabilities.

Developer Adoption: Monitor community feedback on Zen Mode's

effectiveness in real-world development workflows and the practical benefits

of the GN build system integration.
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